January 26th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Well. I suppose that things are back to ‘normal’ now that Nana has been interred. It has been a week now. It is still hard to believe that she is no longer with us. I wonder how Granddad is coping living by himself? Auntie Heather stayed in the house for one night after the funeral but from then he was on his own. In the past, he has been encouraged to look at a retirement home/village but has always been adamant in refusing to consider it. 

Not much in my diary so I have kept yesterday’s newspaper as there are a few things in that that I can write about. It is the last week of January and Chinese New Year is at the beginning of next week. The new year will be the Year of the Tiger. But the tiger is not supposed to be as auspicious as other animals, though I’m not sure why.

Last thursday evening, my HK publisher (Macmillan) had a sort of combined annual staff dinner. But as I have mentioned, they have combined with a local publisher, and the dinner was mainly for the local publisher. Only one table was for Macmillan’s. I’m not sure why I was invited, but went anyway. It was held at the Mirimar Hotel (Nathan Road). They were very miserable with the food. Only small portions of each dish and no leftovers in the middle bowl for returns which usually happens. They even ‘cheated’ on the shark fin soup. There were a few very fine fibres of shark fin but the rest was chicken and bamboo shoot. Before the dinner started, each table had a collection of presents, one for each person. I got a box consisting of four Chinese foods. But I never won any prizes in the luck draw. They had many prizes. The last time I went to such a dinner was a Macmillan’s one many years ago at which I won two prizes – a portable radio and the Chinese clay cooking pot that I still use. 

The run yesterday was very good. Ran across the Plover Cove dam and around the reservoir. Took 3 hours 38 minutes, which was only 4 minutes slower than the best I have done it. At the start, I got mixed up with a race (? 7 km or 10 km) across the dam and the other side. The race had already started and I was passing the number of the tail-end stragglers. Only one more week of swims before the pool closes for maintenance. The water temperature is about 18-19OC which, apart from the initial plunge, is actually quite nice for swimming. Friday’s swim was very good – breathing OK and I could feel that I was swimming very smoothly. A good feeling! 

In other sports, Alingi, the Swiss yacht, won the finals of the defenders competition of the America’s Cup and will face the holder Team New Zealand. As mentioned previously, the skipper and much of the Alingi crew were from the Team NZ boats in the last two competitions. Saw on the Rugby website that an All Black tested positive for a banned drug. The drug is actually the one in asthma inhalers and as he gets asthma, he needs the inhaler. But he forgot to declare this fact! Apparently the drug can enhance performance. I suppose this is because it opens the airways, allowing more air in. I think the opening match of the Six Nations series between France and England will be held today. Saw on TV the other night the NZ-South Africa test in SA in which the drunk came onto the pitch and floored the referee, breaking his shoulder. From the paper, I see that the Super Bowl is being held this weekend in San Diego. 

The newspaper I pick up from downstairs has temperatures of many cities around the world, including Boston which has been getting temperatures as low as -16OC! That is certainly very cold. 

Also from the newpapers, there is a picture of a ‘smoking trailer’ on a street in one area of Tokyo. This is because smoking of the streets in this area is banned in this area. Hard to believe, as there were once almost no controls on smoking anywhere in Japan. The number of tourists to HK in the past year jumped about 20%; most of the increase was due to visitors from China. A growth of about 3% is expected for this year. A survey in HK has shown that the number of local children who get treated in hospital from influenza is about 3 times those in most Western countries. Reasons given were more crowded living conditions here, and a greater willingness of local people to take children to hospitals for treatment. The government has spent $140 million of building noise barriers along Tolo Highway. As there has been some protests against it for blocking view of the sea and mountains, the government is to spend another $8 million to take them down! But, having lived at CUHK, I don’t see how they block much of the view and it would seem to me that they would prevent some of the noise from the highway affecting the residences. Cathay Pacific and Dragaonair are in a big fight about getting routes to the mainland, with Cathay trying to block an application by Dragonair. 

Remember in an earlier letter I said that I had registered myself and you to receive issues of “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens? Well, as I have not received any issues, I e-mailed then to inquire. Turns out that bulk mailing is not sent to overseas addresses. However, they offered to hand mail copies to me. Have you been receiving copies? I asked them to check and gave then your address again just in case. The Internet versions are available though. 

Well, that’s about it for this week. Haven’t quite managed to fill 2 pages this time. 

Thinking of you….., 

Dad.
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